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UTAH STATE FIRE MARSHAL

ALARM UPDATE

NIST recently updated their 2004 technical study about
ionization and photoelectric residential smoke alarms due to
inconsistencies found by this study and others. Although
changes are still being reviewed, the updates state that

ionization smoke alarms are better at detecting flaming fires and
photoelectric smoke alarms are much better at detecting
smoldering fires.

The good news is that the numbers given for dual sensor (photo

and ion) alarms was not comparable to the standalone alarms. In plain language - they
aren’t as bad as the NIST report made them seem. Bad news — we don’t have good
scientific data about the dual sensor smoke alarms.

Relying on non-scientific studies of live burns in real conditions, the dual sensors work
very well. The downside is that they are still a source of nuisance alarms and therefore
may be disabled by the occupants.

I have created a chart based on the NIST 2004, November 2007 revision about the
time each type of alarm allows for escape in various types of fires. I'm looking over the

new information to see what changes need to be made. Stay tuned. -Monica

MARCH @ 2008

Special points of interest:

* Fire Fatality Stats.
* Utah Fire Corps.
* Training.

* Conferences.

JUVENILE FIRESETTER INTERVENTION PROGRAM

Do you have a JFIP? Does ~ www.theideabank.com/ respond, but perhaps if we all
the state know? Probably  index.php.Under the title contact them . . .Click on

not. If you have a Juvenile =~ “People and Programs,” click  “Submit a Program” button
Firesetter Intervention on “click here to add or and send your contact
Program, please, please, update an entry in the People information via email.
please register your program and Programs section.” http://

today with the Idea Bank at Also, get on the list at SOS www.sosfires.com/

http:// fires — they have been slow to find-o-

program.htm#UTAH
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Change Your Clocks and
Your Batteries on March

9th!!!

UTAH FIRE CORPS

The Utah State Fire Marshal has entered
into a strategic partnership with Layton

Fire Department to spearhead the crea-
tion of training to be used to orient and
train Utah Fire Corps volunteers. This
initial round of training will focus on basic
fire science, operations and fire-
department specific needs and arrange-
ment. Once complete, the training mate-
rial will be available to educators.

Fire Corps is a locally-driven Citizen
Corps program that allows community
members to offer their time and talents to
their local fire and EMS departments in
non-operational roles. Fire Corps serves
as a gateway to information for and about
fire and EMS department programs. This
arrangement can meet a citizen's desire to
serve, as well as a department's need for

support. Visit www.firecorps.org for info.

UTAH

SKYFIRE

CORPS

What classes would you like to
see at Fire School and throughout
the year? A class wish list is being
established. Email Monica with
your thoughts. The newly form-
ing organization for public educa-
tors would like to make your
wishes come true, so speak up.

WHAT DO YOU
WANT TO
LEARN?

FIRE FATALITIES

Between the years 2001-2006 fire fatalities
of children between the ages of to 0 to 9
years totaled 8 and fatalities of children be-
tween 10 to 15 years totaled 2. Between
the ages of 16-65 we saw the highest num-
ber of fatalities in a combined total of 41.
This accounts for nearly 55% of our total
fire fatalities in the last 5 years. When the
nationally accepted group at highest risk are
those between the ages of 0 to 5 years and
those above the age of 65 this statistic raises
concerns.

Of structural fatalities the majority take
place in mobile homes and multiple family
dwellings. The counties with the most fa-
talities are taking place in Salt Lake, Weber,
Davis, Utah and Tooele Counties.

IDEAS & CURRICULUM

TRAINING & CONFERENCES

Teaching Children Through Play

Bic play safe! be safe!® has a great web site.
http://playsafebesafe.com/ There are two
articles that caught my eye in January. One is
about novelty lighters. Oregon is really
leading the way on eliminating toy-like
lighters. They are campaigning for individual
jurisdictions to rid their town of the sale of
toy-like lighters. More information can be
found at http://egov.oregon.gov/OSP/

SFM/Novelty Toylike Lighters.shtml. Be

sure to read their Hot Issues newsletters.

The other article had some great ideas used in
a fire museum that would be ideal for public
events and schools. These include floor
hopscotch, a stop! drop! and roll! mat, and a
“community rug” where they discuss the
emergency responders in their community
and the gear they wear.

The hopscotch game is simple. Angela Rayne,
Executive Director of the Denver Firefighters

(Continued on page 3)

Fire & Life Safety Educator Conference of
the Rockies

April 23 - 25,2008

Breckenridge, Colorado
www.firesafetyeducators.org

They also have good lesson plans on their web site.
Ninth Annual Missouri Valley Fire, Burn and
Life Safety Conference

June 18 - 20, 2008

Kansas City, Missouri

http://mvpubed.com

2008 NFPA World Conference and Exposition
June 2 - 5,2008 (plus pre-conference seminars)

Las Vegas, Nevada
http://www.nfpa.org/categoryListWSCE.asp?
categoryID=1059

Scholarships for public education are due March 14
http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?
categorylD=1401&itemID=32784&URL=Learning/
Training%20and%20professional%20development/
Scholarships,%20awards,%20grants/Fire%20and%20Life%
20Safety%20Educator%20Scholarship

(Continued on page 3)
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Change Your Clocks and
Your Batteries on March

9th!!!

IDEAS & CURRICULUM
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(Continued from page 2)

Museum, explains to play safe! be safe!, “We’ve
painted various items — some are safe, others are
dangerous - onto interlocking rubber squares.
The children are given smiley faces and stop
signs. As they land on various items on the may,
they have to decide whether it’s Safe for Play! or

”

Keep Away!” It appears they used permanent
markers to draw on pictures from the Keep
Away!® card game. The smiley faces and stop
signs are full color and laminated. It looks to take
up a 3’ X 3" space (depending on the size of
squares used) and would store in a grocery sack.
Junior High and High School Fire Safety
Training

There are two great fire safety curriculums out
there just waiting for you to use them. In fact,
your local school may already have a copy. The
newest is Chemistry of Fire. The Society of Fire
Protection Engineers and Discovery Education
developed it and send a copy to every high
school in the nation during January, 2008. It is a
fun, multi-media curriculum for high school
science classes to learn about fire, fire safety and
a career in fire protection engineering. http://
sfpe.discoveryeducation.com/site/ Your high
school should already have a DVD with all of the
videos. Talk with your science teachers to make

sure they don’t throw this away. Perhaps you
would like to offer your services to help them
teach the curriculum next year.

A well-received middle school curriculum is Fire
Science from the Home Safety Council. This can
be taught in health or science classes. Teachers
and students love it and it is very appropriate to
be taught by a community expert — you! Many
schools received a copy of this curriculum
through a partnership with Weekly Reader. You
may download these at no charge. http://
homesafetycouncil.org/programs/

pr_firescience w001.aspx

Escape Planning for all Occupancies
Texas State Fire Marshal has a campaign called
“Have an Exit Strategy” at
www.haveanexitstrategy.com. This targets

escape planning at home, work and when “out
on the town.” They are happy to share their
materials with you - http://www.tdi.state.tx.us/

fire/fmexit.html

(Continued from page 2)

Sly as a Fox
A great book, presenter and ongoing training can be
found at http://www.slyasafox.com/free.html . You

can download his book on creativity and many
training materials at no charge. The latest newslet-
ter had a great idea that won’t be new to you — Zero
Budget. The idea is to get creative by “pretending”
you have a zero budget. The training was OK but
the premise made me laugh. Previous newsletters in
creativity were quite insightful.

UEN:

http://www.uen.org/News/article.cgi?category id=343&article_id=1849

Utah Educator Network faculty training is open to
everyone. You can watch archived web trainings
when you can make time. These are good quality,
very helpful and they are free.

Utah Training Consortium: www.utcweb.org

The Utah Training Consortium is open to all train-
ers affiliated with any government organization.
Most of their trainings are offered at no charge.
This consortium was formed years ago to bring
training and collaboration to state trainers. This is a
great place to network and energize. There are no
dues to join this group though you must register via
email for each class.

Home Safety Council
Webinars are archived and available for viewing at

SOS Fires: lists many available JFS trainings
http://www.sosfires.com/events.html

A new training you may be interested in...
Youth Change: Your Problem-Kid Problem-
Solver

Los Angeles, April 17 - 18; Kansas City, May 1 - 2;
Seattle, May 8 - 9; Portland, October 9 - 10

This class is for teachers, youth workers, counselors,
psychologists, court workers, social workers, justice
workers foster parents and school administrators.
There is no registration deadline but early registra-
tion is encouraged. Financial Aid is offered, plus
$50 college credit and free CEUs are avail-

able. http://www.youthchg.com
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